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MAKE A BUTTERFLY PAPER CUT

Materials
Paper
Pencil
Small pair of paper scissors

Tracing paper (optional)

It’'s best to use tracing paper for tracing the shapes from

the book, but a lightweight paper would work. Or ask a
grown up to scan the QR codes and print the figure for

you. You can use plain white, delicate colourful paper or

even newspaper pages.

Fold along the dotted line

1. Take a piece of paper - the size of figure A or bigger.

2. Copy or trace the butterfly in figure A. Fold your
paper from the marked line.

3. Cut out the inside bits first, making sure the fold is in
place, then cut around the edge. You can open it up
and find a beautiful butterfly now.

4. To use coloured or patterned paper

5. Trace your desired shape onto tracing paper

6. Staple the tracing paper to your patterned paper and
fold it from the marked line

7. Follow step 3 cutting through both the tracing and
patterned paper.

Unfold the paper to see the beautiful butterfly!

If you enjoyed this activity, ask a grown up
to scan the QR code for more activities and
share your creations on social media. Tag
@alannamaxbooks for a chance to win a
picturebook of your choice.

IN CHINA, where paper was invented, people have been
making paper-cuts since AD 618. The art may have begun
as a courtly pastime in the palaces of the great rulers, but
today paper-cutting is popular all over China. At festival
times, and in places all over the world where Chinese
people live, paper-cuts are given as greetings or gifts and
put on display.



Trace and
colour in
the dragon

Margaret Bateson-Hill is an author and a storyteller. She has
travelled to tell stories as far afield as China. Her storytelling
brings the freshness of performance to her writing as well
as the surest touch in terms of understanding her audience.
Contact Margaret to organise a school visit for a magical
storytelling experience.

www.margaretbateson-hill.co.uk

Francesca Pelizzoli studied Illustration and Film at
Wimbledon School of Art and has illustrated many adult
and children’s books.



Lao Lao is a paper-cutting master, making and teaching
delicate papercuts. She is never lonely, surrounded by the
children of the village. The greedy emperor hears about Lao
Lao’s skills and has her imprisoned, not realising the ice
dragon is watching! It is a beautifully-written story inspired
by traditional stories from China.

“A beautiful tale - new yet
somehow full of a sense of the
traditions of ancient Chinese
stories. It is one of those rare books
that can be used across the curriculum,
for it reflects the culture of China and offers practical
art activities, ideas for work on communication,
thoughts about the danger of greed. A book for all
KS2 classrooms.”

- Wendy Cooling
Founder of Bookstart, BookTrust

See our latest
catalogue



